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This picture is valuable as showing the growth of the city of Virginia in the last eight years. So changed is Virginia today that féw peopleWolild recoghize it as a picture of the city.

- "|e¥ery week for instructions, bills, et¢

- :fso brisk in their line that although
=" loften requested to.-handle accounts

s compelled to refuse the handhng of
= them.

coal can be shipped by water. The
cranks will get busy, and iron and
steel will be manufactured without the
use of a pound of coal, and then will
Virginia become a great city.

Right at our gates we have the raw
material; within a stone’s throw we
have the power which will make that
raw material take the form of finished
product. Is it then unreasonable to
expect that in the near future the ex-
periments now going on of changing

iron ore into iron and steel by means .

of electricity will be a reality?

And when that day ‘comes, Virginia
will not only be the Queen city of tha
Mesaba, but also the great manu-
facturing and industrial center of the
empire of the northwest.

We have now four railroads con.
necting us with the great lakes and
the markets of the east and Europe;
we have two connecting us with the
Pacific coast and the immense terri-
tories lying between us and the far
west. Empires which have barely
started in the building, where millions
and millions of dollars worth of the
products we have in abundance will
be required and utilized every coming
year. Not always shall we be carry-
ing coal to Newcastle; not always
shall we labor to thwart the scheme of
things as established by wise Provi-
dence.

Our mineral resources are unlimit-
ed; we have only begun scratching
in the surface, and ten years opera-
tion has revealed to us that instead
of exhausting ‘our resources we have
only explored to lay them bare for
future,

These advantages, with our natural
advantages, will draw capital; men
with modest sums to be invested will
be attracted, and sanitary up to date
dwelling houses will spring up.

JUST SO.

“Society has little use for a man
when his cash is gone.”

“No; but while his money holds out
to burn, the vilest sinner may re-
turn.”—Judge.

CANDIDATE FOR
MAYOR IS LIVE
BUSINESS MAN

Michael Boylan,Progressive Vir-
ginian Made His Own Future
In Queen City. -

FORMERLY NEWSBOY
IN MICHIGAN CITY

Has Been Member of City Council for
Seven Years and for Past Two Has
Served as President—Came to Vir-

- ginia as Working Plumber andSuc-
cess Is Tribute to Energy.

Michael Boylan, of whom it is soft-
ly whispered that his friends, who are
many, are bound to make him the
next mayor of Virginia, wishes all to
know that though he would consider
it a great honor to be thus chosen the
chief officer of our fine city, he is yet
mindful of the fact that people need
him for something else as well.

M. Boylan & Co., are in the _plumb-
ing and heating business, and in real
earnest about it. Mike is not like the
German girl spoken of by her friend,
“I have looked for her everywhere and
couldn’t findt her all over.” You can
look for Mike everywhere and find
him all over. True, like a good Irish-
man, he manages to spare a little of
his time for politics, but that is rest-
ing with him. He wants jobs, putting
in heating and all branches of plumb-
ing, and he wishes people to know that
he understands his business; that he
is not too indolent to do the work
right, and that though he believes
that the laborer is worthy of his
hire, he wants no man’s money un-
less he gives full value therefor,

Among the many important jobs
which Mr. Boylan’s firm have done
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A. KENNER

Fancy and Staple Groceries

ple groceries
all kinds.

Dealer in fency and sta-

and fruits of |

WE SELL RUST PARK,
TABLE TALK AND IN
FACT ALL THE BEST
BRANDS AVAILABLE.

WE GLADLY TAKE
ORDERS AND DELIVER
WHEN REQUESTED. WE
EARNESTLY SOLICIT
YOUR BUSINESS.

in the city and vicinity, may be men-
tioned the heating and the plumbing
in the court house, in the postoffice
and in the new First National Bank
building. . These jobs were not given

{to him because he was a good fellow,

but because the people who let them
had confidence in the firm of M.
Boylan & Co., because they knew that
the work would be done quickly and
well,

installed the water and sdnitary and
storm sewer systems in Mountain
Iron, which place though the place is
small, was quite a job, and it was done,

tion of all concerned. -
“Mayor or no mayor,” says Mike,
“l am in the plumbing and heating
business; it’s on that I depend for my
living, and I don’t expect to ever make
a cent in politics.”

But will he run? Yea, my friends,
and yea once more; he will run like
a scared rabbit. It's about the only
time that he will run, when he is put
on a ticket for some place to help the
city along. .

Oh no, he won’t run because he’s

afraid, nor will he run because he
thinks he’s the only pebble on the
beach; he will make the run because
he feels that if elected he can and will
fill the job acceptably and because he
knows that his friends will make him
run whether he will or not. It’s about
the only thing in which Mike can be
bull-dozed, and his friends enjoy the
novelty immensely.
- The writer knows that while he is
busy on this sketch Mike is on his way
to Detroit, Michigan, to visit his rela-
tves, and it will be put in type before
he returns, Of course, there will be
Erin go bragh, or words to that effect
when he returns, but it will be time
enough to meet the trouble when it
omes. Come what will he shall have
a writecup, and it will not be in the
milk and water style either.

Mike Boylan was born in a log
cabin in the state of Wisconsin, and
from what the writer has learned from
his friends, there were no silver
spoons lying about the cabin at the
time of his birth. In fact, after he
grew old enough to wear pants, it was
often a serious question of whether
the unmentionables could be supplied.
His parents afterwards moved to Kal-
amazoo, Mich.,, where Mike learned
his A B C; the manly art of self de-
fense, and several other things that
come to the boy of poor parents. There
is ageneral impressionthata manwho
springs from the common people will,
if succesful in life, become arrogant

ception and not a rule, and Mike
Boylan does not belong to the excep-
tion.

He became a newshoy as soon as
he was old enough to stand up, and
passed through the various stages in
that line, known only to the boys
themselves. Eleven years ago he
came up on the range and worked
in Hibbing, Chisholm and Eveleth,
2s a plumber. Afterwards he came
to Virginia and worked in the same
capacity for Harry George, and four

tnown as M, Boylan & Co., located at
103 Cleveland avenue, next to fire
hall. )

Mr. Boylan has been a member of
the Virginia common council seven
years, and has been the president of
that body the last two years. He
must have made good, because when
in the heat of passion he, with others,
was recalled, he was re-elected by a

Mr. Boylan also superintended and i;httle Boylan’s, one girl and a boy,

as all others, to the entire satisfac-

and overbearing, but that is an ex-|,

years ago started the busines now|

comfortable ma]orlty. Somehow, the
people of the ward forgot that he
was a democrat, at least the republi-
cans. and progressives did, and re-
membered that Mike had always been :
on the square.

Boylan is married, and though he
may have offended some Irish girl
by marrying a Swedish lass, Mijke
himself seems to be both happy and
proud of his choice.  They have two

and they are naturally both pretty-and
witty. (The writer here wishes to
give voice to his own opinion on the
matter, which is, that the easiest way

MICHAEL BOYLAN

to tame an Irishman is to marry him
to a Swede.)

‘When some of the new light and
water commision members wished to
put off the day when the rates would
be lowered to the small consumer,
Mike got busy in the council, help-
ing to pass a resolution to lower them
at once, The. peopf'o have learned that
this means to put the heaviest burden
on those who are the most able to
bear”them, and they appreciate such
work and such men.

Speaking of Boylan's running pro-
pensity reminds the writer of the
story told of an Irishman. Pat was
running away from a ghost which
had taken it into its bonehead to
chase him. . After he had run until
he was sorely winded, he thought he
had gotten rid of his ghostship and
seated himself on a fallen tree to
rest, Wiping his forehead he said
'to himself. “Be gorry, Pat, ould man,
you did. some fine sprinting this
toime; that was some running, an
0i would loike to see any wan bate
it.” “Yes,” said the ghost, who un-
known to Pat had seated himself hy
his side, “and whin you have risted
we will run some more.”

Mike is Irish. and he likes it. Some-
times an Irishman will do things that
those who think they hate them must
fadmire. The writer was told .of an
incident in Mike’s career which shows
his character and leaning, and it was
told by the man who is in the habit
of speaking the truth, and who
claimed to know the facts.

It seems that some capfain of in-
dustry in Virginia got a notion that
it was necessary to build barracks
for the state militia in the town. This
was before the several corporations
had discovered that it pays in the end

came before the council Mike was
there with a .big NO. “What, build
- barracks in our city for a lot of fel-
lows who might be called upon to
:shoot down our citizens? No, never!”
The barracks were not built and the
corporations got along with grease
better than with bullets,

Mike has also the agreeable haiit
of paying his men good wages, and
as a councilman he has waged many
a battle to raise the wages of the city
employes. He is old fashioned enough
to believe that the man who labors
should have his just share of what
he produces, and he’s not afraid to
say so, even when it touches his own
. pockethook. He is an earnest and
outspoken friend with ‘his friends)
and as an enemy he has the reputa-
tion of being a pretty hot potato.
But even his enemies admit that he
fights fair; if he doesn’t like you he
never tries to stab-you in the back;
he tells you his feelings right to your

Mike Boylan as a political factor is
rather a puzzlee. Men who swear
they’ll never support him today, are
apt to be his warmest supporters to-
morrow. And there you are. The
forcaster of Mike’s political horoscope
is in the same position as the old
Irishman in the baseball grandstand.
Speaking to himself, and to verybody
within hearing, of a certain star, he

{|said: “Will he hit the ball? Well, he

moight, he could, and thin—But
phawat’s the use av. talking? Av
course he will.,”

One thing is certain, politics or no
politics, he will continue to be in the
plumbing and heating business, and
ks a private citizen he will keep an
eye on the people’s servants.

With all his activities Mike has
found time to do some reading, and
naturally, his mind has broadened
from coming in contact with the great
writers of the world. He is neither
a political nor a religious bigot, and
the old ryme about Dublin City does
not apply to him,

Dublin City, there is no doubtin’
Is th’ greatest city upon the say;
‘Tis there you’ll hear O’Connell
spoutin’
An lady Morgan brewin’ tay.
[For it’s th’ capitol av the foinest
nation,
Wid a charmin’ peasantry on a
fruitful sod;
Foightin® loike divils for conciliation,
An hatin’ each other for th’ love of
God.

If the range had a few Mike Boy-
lan’s in the legislative halls of our
great state, the question of county
division would be soon settled, and it
‘would not be dictated from the Wolvin
building in Duluth either.

One thing is certain, if Mike is
chosen mayor, the mayor of Virginia
will be Michael Boylan, without an
understudy, and absolutely free from
dictation of self servers, though =al-
ways open for suggestions that have
a tendency to benefit all the people.

ISFILLING A

{collecting and adjusting.- Every store

{business they - collected ‘the sum- of

teeth, and he doesn’t shed any tears |-
back, as usual with those people.

them are eontmuously on the the 8o
which is a subscriber is visited once

. -The business has heretofore been
for non subscribers, they have been

In- the flrst eleven months ‘of theu'

$18,600.00 Not so bad for a start.

It is not the most pleasant business
in the world, but people who are na-
turally honest and fair must pay their
debts, and therefore, such concerns as
the Minnesota Adjustment company is
as much of a necessity in a communi-
ty as any other legitimate business.

Any merchant wishing to become a
subscriber may receive all necessary
Iaformation to that end by addresing
the Minnesota AdJustment company,
Vu'gmm, Minnesota.

THE SUCCESS OF
FRANK E. SKARP

Reared on Carlton County Farm and
Firm Believer in Future of
Northern Minnesota.

Frank E. Skarp, whose place of

business we find at No. 101, Mesaba
avenue north, came to Virginia near-
ly four years since, and has in that
time built up a large business in his
line.
Mr. Skarp was born in the northern
part of Finland, but while yet he was
a babe, his parents decided to seek
a new home in the land of the free.
At the age of 2 years he came with
his parents to Carlton county, where
he grew up on a farm.

He has lived on the range the last
14 years, is married and the father
of nine children, seven of whom are
now living, and five attending our
public schools.

Mr. Skarp is of great help to the
Finnish people, being conversant with
the Finnish language as well as the
English, in speech, readmg and writ-
ing.

Mr. Skarp is in the business of gen-
eral conveyancing, real estate, power
of attorney to be used in the old coun-
try, insumance, foreign exchange,
steamship tickets, etec.

In real estate he has made many
deals in the city of properties reach-
ing high figures in value. He re-
cently negotiated and closed the deal
and sale of the Guidinger property
on Mesaba avenue to Ala & Ander-
son, the purchase price of which was
$14,800.

well as; -himself hummmg:f_» all “the:

: Bes:des the,many other businesses’

nish people, many -of whom are not

-lable to understand or oxpress them- o

selves in the English language. He
does not pretend to be a lawyer, but
he has had wide experience in legal
matters, and when an attorney is
necessary he helps his countryman to
secure one that will suit the occa-
sion and explains the matter in ques-
tion to him.

He employs in his office, as steno-
grapher, Isaac Lemppa, Jr., a young
lad whose father is the Finnish
Apostolic Lutheran minister at Em-
barrass, and who likewise speaks the

By and through square dealings
with his country people, Mr. Skarp
has gained their confidence and es-
teem; they all appreciate his willing-
ness to aid them, and they know that
he possesses the necessary qualifi-
cations to that end.

Mr. Skarp looks forward to a busy
time in the future, as he is confident
of Virginia’s prosperity and growth.

S
J. Christopherson
OPTICIAN

i

The scnentiﬁg mtelligent., drugleaa,
efficient sdaption of glasses for the
aid of vision and the relief of heud-
acheand eve strain.

RED CROSS PHARMACY
108 Mesaba Ave.- Phone 90
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GOSSARD CORSET SHOP

Lyric Building, Virginia
“A Model For You”

$3.50 to $25

Correct Fittings, Cleaning a d
Repairing

PHONE 561

Harriet Hubbard Evelyn Tracey
Exclusive Range Representatives

peﬁénee.’tnd ‘keeps his- office hél]i as. -

snd -affairs already mentioned, -Mr. :
Skarp is the legal stand for the Fin- -

Finnish as well as the English
_|language. :

VIRGINIA ENGINEERING GO,

Civil and Mining Engineers
J. W. HEJDA, Mgr. :
Fiack ulldiag 301 1-2 Chestaut St Phose 747

Specifications prepared and construc-
tion superintended for water works,
sewers, pavements, structural work etc,

General land and mine surveying.

Mr. Skarp is in his prime of life,

Estimates and reports on ore Jands,

Mesaba Hardware
COMPANY

SPECIAL

WARE OF ALL KINDS

ALUMINUM

to treat people as human beings. A
strike was imminent or in progress,
and this zealous captain wanted the

'LONGFELT WANT

militia close at hand. Mike was a

‘ > 2| Minnesota Adjustment Co., a Sub-
councilman, and when the question

stantial Aid to Business Men of

City of Virginia.

City Owns Electric Light Plant

The Minnesota adjustment Company

is a partnership, and was formed in
Virginia, in April, 1912. The members

plant. > It was: yecently: acquired and

Trates forrhghhng have»been made’ to: ltu patrons.
: =in

{of the firm are Frank Hughes, P. J.
Sevenich and G. H. Bedlow, all of
the city of Virginia:

There offices are located at No. 2
Matheson building, in the city of Vir-
ginia, and their business is conducted
in thirteen towns on the Mesaba and
Iron Range.

As their trade indicates, their busi-
1ess is adjusting accounts between
merchants and their customers, and
he collection of such accounts from
the debtors.

They have on their books over 100
subscribers, all retail - merchants,
whose accounts they hsndle and for
whom - they collect,. and -in- addition
‘| thereto, every such subseriber gets
“{irom the firm .a credit rating: list;
| |hich -oftentimes - is- worth eonsnder-

-|able to the ‘nierchan :

N Theré: ate people =

who Aml!fowe.

:'.l‘he city: of Virginia - ownsA xts own electnc hght, power and water and who will pay when they can, and

since: that. time a reduction in' the

Jth le who will.not
“The plant is ‘one ‘of the: ere; a8, Peop bor

wheutheywelleoolddon,ondit's
good thing for the merchant to know

FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS.
CALL AND LOOK OVER
OUR STOCK OF SLEDS,
SKEES, SKATES AND
GUNS. WE CARRY AN
UP-TO-DATE LINE OF
ALL KINDS OF . HARD-
WARE.
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